
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number:  PE1079
Main Petitioner: Laura  Long 
Subject:  Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to review the 
eligibility conditions for the Educational Maintenance Allowance programme to 
take account of the number of children within the household between the ages 
of 16-19 in full-time education 
 
 
Background 
The Scottish Government sets Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 
policy including: eligibility; allowance levels and income assessment model. 
 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is a weekly means tested 
allowance payable during term time, with additional bonuses paid for 
attendance, achievement, progression and behaviour. These are paid to the 
young person by the local authority or relevant college.   
 

EMA awards are payable according to the total taxable household income.  
The sum payable will taper from the full award of £30 per week to nil in the 
following bandings. 
 
INCOME                                                         WEEKLY PAYMENT 
Zero - £21,302     £30 per week  
£21,303 - £26,116     £20 per week   
£26,117 - £31,528     £10 per week  
Over  £31,528     Nil 
 
In 2005/06 80% of students received the maximum award1.  Generally, pupils 
are assessed according to their parents’ income according to the above taper.  
Looked-after children receive the full allowance and are not assessed on their 
parents’ income.  The local authority or college claim the money back from the 
Scottish Executive or Scottish Funding Council. 
 
General information on EMAs is available at: http://www.emascotland.com/
and guidance is available at: 
http://www.emascotland.com/admindocuments.htm
 
Scottish Parliament  
There have been PQs on the eligibility for EMAs, although these have been in 
relation to the age of the students and eligibility of children of asylum seeker’s 
rather than the issue raised by the petitioner.  See for example S2W-10978, 
S2O-3677 and S2W-27026. 
 
                                                 
1 Lifelong Learning Statistics: Education maintenance allowance. 2005/06  Table 1.1.  
Available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/11/13100200/2
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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